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TEMPORARY ORDERS 
Motion 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [3.26 pm]: I move — 
That the temporary orders set out in the attached schedule be adopted and agreed to until their expiry at 
the end of the forty-first Parliament. 

[The schedule is as follows.] 
TEMPORARY ORDER 
MOTIONS ON NOTICE 

1. Duration of Temporary Order 
This Temporary Order applies from 1 July 2021 until the end of the 41st Parliament. 

2. Definitions 
For the purposes of this Temporary Order a Private Member means a member who is not: 
(a) a Minister; 
(b) a Parliamentary Secretary; or 
(c) the President. 

3. Quota 
(1) Subject to (2), the number of opportunities available to members of a political group in each calendar year of sittings 

shall be a quota calculated as the sum of: 

( Number of Private Members of political group ×100)×( Number of sitting weeks ) Total Private Members 100 
rounded to the nearest whole number. 

(2) Where the sum of quotas exceeds sitting weeks or a political group has a quota of zero, the quota of the political group 
comprising the greatest number of members supporting the Government shall be reduced so that as the case requires: 
(a) the sum of quotas equals sitting weeks; and 
(b) each other political group has a minimum quota of one. 

(3) As each item of business is disposed of, the quota of the relevant political group reduces accordingly. 
(4) No political group shall in any calendar year exceed its quota unless provided for in this Temporary Order or the Council 

otherwise orders on motion without notice. 
4. Annual schedule of allocation 

(1) Standing Order 66 is suspended for the duration of this Temporary Order. 
(2) There shall be an Annual Schedule of Allocation of Motions on Notice for business taken under Standing Order 15(2) 

which sets out the pro rata allocation of dates between political groups in accordance with their respective quota. 
(3) The President shall table the Annual Schedule of Allocation of Motions on Notice: 

(a) following the tabling of a schedule of dates for sittings of the Council under Standing Order 6, which is to apply 
for the forthcoming calendar year; or 

(b) following a general election when members of the Council are declared elected, which is to apply to the calendar 
year from when those members take their seats. 

(4) The Annual Schedule of Allocation of Motions on Notice tabled under (3), and any subsequent variations to the Schedule 
under (5) or (6)(b), shall be published in the Weekly Bulletin. 

(5) Subject to (8), the Annual Schedule of Allocation of Motions on Notice shall only be varied: 
(a) to take into account any change to the Business Program ordered by the Council under Standing Order 17; or 
(b) by an agreement to exchange allocated dates that is communicated in writing to the Clerk by each of the parties to the 

exchange by 4.00pm on the Wednesday prior to the earliest allocated date that is the subject of the exchange agreement. 
(6) Subject to (7), at the time for publication of the Weekly Bulletin on the Friday preceding the sitting week, the Clerk shall 

publish the first mentioned notice of motion listed on the Notice Paper in the name of the Member of the political group 
allotted the business under SO 15(2) in the Annual Schedule of Allocation of Motions on Notice. 

(7) Where multiple notices of motion in the names of Members of the political group allotted the business under SO 15(2) 
are listed on the Notice Paper and the leader of that political group advises the Clerk in writing by 10.00am on the Friday 
preceding the sitting week of an alternative listed notice of motion, the Clerk shall publish that notice of motion in the 
Weekly Bulletin. 

(8) If no notice of motion in the name of a Member of the political group allotted the business under SO 15(2) is listed on 
the Notice Paper by 10.00am on the Friday prior to the allocated date, unless the Council otherwise orders on motion 
without notice: 
(i) business to be taken under Standing Order 15(2) for the following week shall be vacated and the Council is to 

proceed to other business; and 
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(ii) the political group listed on the Annual Schedule of Allocation of Motions on Notice for the following week shall 
have its total quota allocation in the Schedule reduced as if the allocated session for Motions on Notice had proceeded. 

(9) The consideration of notices taken under Standing Order 15(2) for the period from the opening day to when members elected 
at the general election take their seats shall be selected by lot drawn by the President on the adjournment of the opening day. 

5. Debate on motions on notice 
The total time for debate on each motion on notice and speaking times in Chapter IV are amended as follows: 
(1) SO 21 Time Limits on Speeches is amended by inserting after the time limits under the heading “Bills (Second and Third 

Reading)”, the following: 
Motions on Notice (SO 15(2)) 

Mover 20 minutes 
Responsible Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 20 minutes 
Other Members 20 minutes 
Mover in Reply 5 minutes 

Amendments to Motions on Notice 
All Members 5 minutes 

(2) SO 23 Maximum Time Limits for Certain Business Items is amended by deleting paragraph (a) in clause (1) and inserting 
instead: 

(a) Motions on notice (SO 15(2)) 120 minutes 
6. Reply and disposal of business 

(1) When an item is not earlier disposed of, at 5 minutes before the end of the time provided for the consideration of the item, 
the President is to interrupt proceedings to allow the mover of the motion to speak in reply for not more than 5 minutes. 
If the mover elects not to make a reply the member interrupted may continue their speech. 

(2) At the close of debate or at the expiry of the maximum time limit, the President is to put every question necessary to 
dispose of the motion forthwith and successively without further amendment or debate, unless the motion is withdrawn 
as provided by the Standing Orders. 

(3) When an item is disposed of prior to the expiry of the maximum time limit the period for motions on notice concludes 
and the Council is to proceed to other business. 

 

Hon SUE ELLERY: For newer members, particularly the class of 2021, on the business program there is a schedule 
attached to the motion at order of the day 48. This is the same as a temporary standing order that applied in the 
previous Parliament on how the house deals with motions. In effect, it takes the current arrangements, which 
are that a motion is debated over two lots of two hours over two Wednesdays with speaking times that reflect 
a four-hour debate. Those motions are listed on the notice paper. The house has previously found that that amount 
of time can get the list of motions quite bogged down and there is perhaps a lack of currency in the matters that 
are being debated in that Wednesday slot. The temporary standing order effectively has a motion remain live, if 
you like, if I can use that expression, for the two hours on a Wednesday. It is dealt with in that two hours on 
a Wednesday. The Clerk draws up a roster, in the same way we do for private members’ business, for example. 
Ministers and parliamentary secretaries are excluded from that roster; otherwise, we would have all the motions. 
We are excluded and that reduces our numbers, and then the schedule is circulated. This motion that I ask the house 
to support now reflects those arrangements that would apply from the next time we deal with motions when we 
come back. 

HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West — Leader of the Opposition) [3.28 pm]: I want to thank the 
Leader of the House for agreeing to this. This is a sensible motion. It means that we will have up-to-date debates and 
we will not have 67 motions sitting on the notice paper working their way through many years down the track. This 
is a good and sensible outcome, and I commend it to the house. 

Question put and passed.  
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